CHRISTIANITY AND  ISLAM

God we return " says the pious Muslim on
receiving the unexpected news of a death.
Resignation and patience in these matters
is certainly made the subject of eloquent
exhortation in the Qoran, but the special
developments of tradition betray Christian
influence.

Generally speaking, the whole ethical
system of the two religions is based upon
the contrast between God and the world,
though Muhammedan philosophy will recog-
nise no principle beside that of God. As a
typical example we may take a sentence
from the Spanish bishop Isidor who died in
636 : " Good are the intentions directed
towards God and bad are those directed
to earthly gain or transitory fame." Any
Muhammedan theologian would have sub-
scribed to this statement. On the one hand
stress is laid upon motive as giving its value
to action. The first sentence in the most
famous collection of traditions runs, " Deeds
shall be judged by their intentions." On
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